


1  Resolution 2008-32 

TOWN OF REDINGTON BEACH 
 

RESOLUTION 2008-32 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OPPOSING THE 
APPROVAL OF OFF SHORE OIL DRILLING IN THE GULF OF MEXICO IN AREAS 

OTHER THAN THOSE ALREADY APPROVED FOR OIL LEASING AND OIL 
EXPLORATION  

 
 WHEREAS, the Congressional ban on off shore oil drilling, which has been in effect since 
1981, was put in place to reduce the chances of environmental damage from oil spills and to protect 
the tourism industry.  
 
  WHEREAS, the Congressional ban states that no funds may be expended by the 
Department of the Interior for the conduct of offshore preleasing, leasing and related activities 
placed under restriction in the President’s moratorium statement of June 12, 1998, in the areas of 
northern, central, and southern California; the North Atlantic; Washington and Oregon; and the 
eastern Gulf of Mexico south of 26 degrees N latitude and east of 86 degrees W longitude". 

WHEREAS, the US Energy Department's forecasting arm has said opening the Pacific, 
Atlantic and eastern Gulf of Mexico regions to drilling would not have a significant impact on 
domestic crude oil  and natural gas prices before the year 2030. 

WHEREAS tourism accounts for one third of our budget revenues statewide and 96% of 
those visitors cite the beaches as an influential factor in their decision to visit Florida. 

 
WHEREAS resort tax collection statewide exceeded 25 million dollars in FY 2007 and 

almost 86 thousand Floridians are employed in businesses that directly or indirectly support 
tourism. 

 
WHEREAS, the area with the potential for the greatest risk of environmental damage is the 

eastern part of the Gulf of Mexico, off the western coast of Florida. 

 WHEREAS, environmental specialists contend the major risk from drilling platforms is the 
wastewater they routinely discharge which contain drilling fluids and heavy metals including 
mercury.  

 WHEREAS, According to Oil Industry data, an oil rig in the Gulf of Mexico can dump up 
to 90,000 tons of drilling fluid and metal cuttings over its lifetime. These contaminants accumulate 
in the marine food web and might contaminate local beaches and have a negative effect on the 
environment and the tourism industry. 

 WHEREAS, it is our belief that despite technological advances in oil rig drilling technology, 
there is no positive assurance that catastrophic damage to our coastline, beaches, plant and fish life 
could be avoided during normal operating conditions or during storm situations.  

 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Commissioners of the Town of Redington 
Beach, Florida that we highly encourage all elected officials at the County, State and Federal levels 
to oppose legislative attempts to allow off shore oil drilling expansion past the areas already  
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approved for pre-leasing, leasing and oil production activities and to take immediate steps to 
encourage and assist in the development of alternate sources of energy.   
 
PASSED BY THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF THE TOWN OF REDINGTON BEACH,  
FLORIDA, IN REGULAR SESSION THIS __2nd__ DAY OF  September 2008.  
 
ATTEST:            
 
___________________________   _________________________ 
Janina Patrus, Town Clerk RMC    Nick Simons, Mayor 
 
 
 

 Motion  Seconded Aye Nay Absent 
Commissioner Fox      
Commissioner Drillick      
Commissioner Steiermann      
Vice Mayor Deighton      
Mayor Simons      

 
 
 







RESOLUTION NO. 08-26 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF CLEARWATER CONCERNING THE 
EXPANSION OF OFF SHORE OIL DRILLING IN THE GULF OF MEXICO IN 

AREAS OTHER THAN THOSE ALREADY APPROVED FOR OIL LEASING AND OIL 
EXPLORATION; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE 

 
WHEREAS, the Congressional ban of offshore oil drilling, which has been in effect since 
1981, was put in place to reduce the chances of environmental damage from oil spills and to 
protect the tourism industry; and 
 
 
WHEREAS, the Congressional ban states that no funds may be expended by the 
Department of the Interior for the conduct of offshore preleasing, leasing and related 
activities placed under restriction in the President's moratorium statement of June 12, 
1998, in the areas of northern, central, and southern California; the North Atlantic; 
Washington and Oregon; and the eastern Gulf of Mexico, south of 26 degrees N latitude 
and east of 86 degrees W longitude; and 
 
WHEREAS, the US Energy Department's forecasting arm has said opening of the Pacific, 
Atlantic and eastern Gulf of Mexico regions to drilling would not have significant impact 
on domestic crude oil prices before the year 2030; and 
 
WHEREAS, tourism accounts for one-third of our budget revenues statewide and 96% of 
those visitors cite the beaches as an influential factor in their decision to visit Florida; and 
 
WHEREAS, tourist tax collection statewide exceeded $513,385,000.00 in FY 2007 and more 
than 91,000 Floridians are employed in businesses that directly or indirectly support 
tourism; and 
 
WHEREAS, the area with the potential for the greatest risk of environmental damage is 
the eastern part of the Gulf of Mexico, off the western coast of Florida; and 
 
WHEREAS, environmental specialists contend the major risk from drilling platforms is 
the wastewater they routinely discharge which contain drilling fluids and heavy metals 
including mercury; and 
 
WHEREAS, according to oil industry data, an oil rig in the Gulf of Mexico can dump up to 
90,000 tons of drilling fluid and metal cuttings over its lifetime. These contaminants 
accumulate in the marine food web and could reasonably be expected to contaminate local 
beaches and have a negative effect on the environment and tourism industry; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City recognizes the difference in the risk of impact from drilling for oil as 
opposed to natural gas; and 
 



WHEREAS, it is our belief that despite technological advances in oil rig drilling 
technology, there is no positive assurance that catastrophic damage to  our coastline, 
beaches, plant and fish life could be avoided during normal operating conditions or during 
storm situations; now, therefore 
 
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CLEARWATER, 
FLORIDA: 
 
  Section 1.  That before any expansion past the areas already approved for 
leasing and oil production activities is considered, the existing leases must be exercised and 
utilized where found to be productive. 
 
  Section 2.  That the City of Clearwater believes that immediate steps to 
encourage and assist in the development of alternative sources of energy should also be 
implemented before any expansion of oil drilling rights in the Gulf of Mexico is granted. 
 
  Section 3.  This resolution shall take effect immediately upon adoption. 
 
PASSED AND ADOPTED this 4th day of September, 2008. 
 
         
____________________________ 
          Frank V. Hibbard 
          Mayor 
 
  Attest: 
 
 
  ________________________ 
  Cynthia E. Goudeau 
  City Clerk  
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 RESOLUTION NO. 11-08 
 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN COMMISSION OF THE TOWN OF REDINGTON 
SHORES, FLORIDA, OPPOSING THE APPROVAL OF OFFSHORE DRILLING IN 
THE GULF OF MEXICO IN AREAS OTHER THAN THOSE ALREADY 
APPROVED FOR OIL LEASING AND OIL EXPLORATION; AND PROVIDING 
FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 
WHEREAS, the Congressional ban on offshore oil drilling, which has been in effect 

since 1981, was put in place to reduce the chances of environmental damage from oil spills and to 
protect the tourist industry; and 

 
WHEREAS, long-term protection for the Eastern Gulf of Mexico, which is east of the 

military mission line, was recognized in a 2006 moratorium prohibiting oil and natural gas leasing or 
drilling within 235 miles of Pinellas County’s coast; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Congressional ban recognizes this military mission training  zone is not 
only critical to the protection of our state’s beaches and unique environment but to the training of 
our nation’s soldiers, sailors, marines and pilots who exercise there on a regular basis; and 
 

WHEREAS, tourism accounts for one third of our budget revenues statewide and 96% 
of those visitors cite the beaches as an influential factor in their decision to visit Florida; and 

 
WHEREAS, resort tax collection statewide exceeded 25 million dollars in FY 2007 and 

almost 86 thousand Floridians are employed in businesses that directly or indirectly support 
tourism; and 

 
WHEREAS, the area with the potential for the greatest risk of environmental damage is 

the eastern part of the Gulf of Mexico, off the western coast of Florida; and 
 
WHEREAS, environmental specialists contend the major risk from drilling platforms is 

the wastewater they routinely discharge which contain drilling fluids and heavy metals including 
mercury; and 

 
WHEREAS, according to oil industry data, an oil rig in the Gulf of Mexico can dump up 

to 90,000 tons of drilling fluid and metal cuttings over its lifetime.  These contaminants accumulate 
in the marine food web and might contaminate local beaches and have a negative effect on the 
environment and the tourism industry; and 

 
WHEREAS, it is our belief that despite technological advances in oil rig drilling 

technology, there is no positive assurance that catastrophic damage to our coastline, beaches, 
plant and fish life could be avoided during normal operating conditions or during storm situations. 
  
 NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE TOWN OF REDINGTON SHORES, 
FLORIDA that we encourage all elected officials at the County, State and Federal levels to 
oppose legislative attempts to allow offshore oil drilling expansion past the areas already 
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approved for pre-leasing, leasing and oil production activities and to take immediate steps to 
encourage and assist in the development of alternate sources of energy. 
 

The foregoing Resolution was offered during Regular Session of the Board of 
Commissioners of the Town of Redington Shores, Florida, on the 8th day of October, 2008, by Vice 
Mayor Adams, who moved its adoption, and said motion was seconded by Commissioner Holthaus; 
and upon roll call, the vote was: 
 

AYES:  4 
 

NAYS:  1 
 

ABSENT: 0 
 

ABSTAINING: 0 
 
 
 
 
    _______________________________________ 
                     MAYOR/COMMISSIONER 
ATTEST: 
 
 
________________________________   
                  TOWN CLERK 
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RESOLUTION NO. 09-54 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF 
TREASURE ISLAND, FLORIDA, OPPOSING THE APPROVAL 
OF OFFSHORE OIL DRILLING IN THE GULF OF MEXICO IN 
AREAS OTHER THAN THOSE ALREADY APPROVED FOR OIL 
LEASING AND OIL EXPLORATION. 

 
 WHEREAS, the Congressional ban on off shore oil drilling, which has been in 
effect since 1981, was put in place to reduce the chances of environmental damage from 
oil spills and to protect the tourism industry; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Congressional ban states that no funds may be expended by the 
Department of the Interior for the conduct of offshore pre-leasing, leasing and related 
activities placed under restriction in the President’s moratorium statement of June 12, 
1998, in the areas of northern, central, and southern California; the North Atlantic; 
Washington and Oregon; and the eastern Gulf of Mexico south of 26 degrees N latitude 
and east of 86 degrees W longitude; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the US Energy Department’s forecasting arm has said opening the 
Pacific, Atlantic and eastern Gulf of Mexico regions to drilling would not have a 
significant impact on domestic crude oil prices before the year 2030; and 
 

WHEREAS, in 2009, House Bill 1219 was introduced into the Legislature of the 
State of Florida which would allow drilling for oil and gas to within three (3) miles of 
Florida’s coastline (mean high tide line); and  
 

WHEREAS, tourism accounts for one-third of Florida’s budget revenues and 
95% of the visitors to Pinellas County’s barrier island beaches cite “white sandy beaches” 
and a “clean, unspoiled environment” as influential factors in their decision to visit; and 
 

WHEREAS, tourism related to Pinellas County’s barrier island beaches accounts 
for annual direct and indirect visitor expenditures of approximately $7 billion; and  
 

WHEREAS, the area with the potential for the greatest risk of environmental 
damage is in the eastern part of the Gulf of Mexico, off the western coast of Florida; and 
 

WHEREAS, in 1993, the residents, businesses and visitors of Treasure Island and 
other barrier island communities have experienced first hand the devastating health, 
economic, environmental and recreational impacts resulting from a “minor spill” of 
362,000 gallons of oil and fuel in Tampa Bay; and 
  
 WHEREAS, it is our belief that despite technological advances in oil rig drilling 
technology, there is no positive assurance that catastrophic damage to our coastline, 
beaches, plant and fish life could be avoided during normal operating conditions or 
during storm situations. 
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 NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF 
TREASURE ISLAND DOES RESOLVE: 
 

That City encourage all elected officials at the County, State and Federal 
levels to oppose legislative attempts to allow off-shore oil drilling 
expansion in the eastern Gulf of Mexico past the areas already approved 
for pre-leasing, leasing and oil production activities and to take immediate 
steps to encourage and assist in the development of alternate sources of 
energy. 

 
The foregoing Resolution was offered during regular session of the City  Commission of 
the City of Treasure Island, Florida, sitting on the 4th day of August 2009, by 
Commissioner Bildz who moved its adoption; was seconded by Commissioner Gayton 
and upon roll call the vote was: 
 
     YEAS:  Commissioners Bildz, Collins, Gayton, Coward, Mayor Minning 
 
     NAYS:  None 
 
     ABSENT OR ABSTAINING:  None 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                    ______________________________ 
                                                                                              Robert Minning, Mayor 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
_____________________________ 
       Dawn Foss, City Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Res 09-54, Opposition to Oil Drilling 8-4-09 











 

DRAFT 

 

RESOLUTION 2008-2 

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE BARRIER ISLANDS  GOVERNMENTAL COUNCIL 

OPPOSING THE APPROVAL OF OFF SHORE OIL DRILLING IN THE GULF OF 

MEXICO IN AREAS OTHER THAN THOSE ALREADY APPROVED FOR OIL 

LEASING AND OIL EXPLORATION 

 

 

 WHEREAS, the Congressional ban on off shore oil drilling, which has been in 

effect since 1981, was put in place to reduce the chances of environmental damage 

from oil spills and to protect the tourism industry.  

 

  WHEREAS, the Congressional ban states that no funds may be expended by the 

Department of the Interior for the conduct of offshore preleasing, leasing and related 

activities placed under restriction in the President’s moratorium statement of June 12, 

1998, in the areas of northern, central, and southern California; the North Atlantic; 

Washington and Oregon; and the eastern Gulf of Mexico south of 26 degrees N 

latitude and east of 86 degrees W longitude". 

WHEREAS, the US Energy Department's forecasting arm has said opening the 

Pacific, Atlantic and eastern Gulf of Mexico regions to drilling would not have a 

significant impact on domestic crude oil  and natural gas prices before the year 2030. 

 

WHEREAS tourism accounts for one third of our budget revenues statewide 

and 96% of those visitors cite the beaches as an influential factor in their decision to 

visit Florida. 

 

WHEREAS resort tax collection statewide exceeded 25 million dollars in FY 

2007 and almost 86 thousand Floridians are employed in businesses that directly or 

indirectly support tourism. 

 

WHEREAS, the area with the potential for the greatest risk of environmental 

damage is the eastern part of the Gulf of Mexico, off the western coast of Florida. 

 WHEREAS, environmental specialists contend the major risk from drilling 

platforms is the wastewater they routinely discharge which contain drilling fluids and 

heavy metals including mercury.  

 WHEREAS, According to Oil Industry data, an oil rig in the Gulf of Mexico 

can dump up to 90,000 tons of drilling fluid and metal cuttings over its lifetime. These 

contaminants accumulate in the marine food web and might contaminate local beaches 

and have a negative effect on the environment and the tourism industry. 



 WHEREAS, it is our belief that despite technological advances in oil rig drilling 

technology, there is no positive assurance that catastrophic damage to our coastline, 

beaches, plant and fish life could be avoided during normal operating conditions or 

during storm situations.  

 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Barrier Islands Governmental Council that  

we highly encourage all elected officials at the County, State and Federal levels to 

oppose legislative attempts to allow off shore oil drilling expansion past the areas 

already approved for pre-leasing, leasing and oil production activities and to take 

immediate steps to encourage and assist in the development of alternate sources of 

energy.   

 

The above and foregoing Resolution, upon Motion by ____________________ and 

seconded by ___________________ was duly approved and adopted at a regular 

Barrier Islands Governmental Council  meeting held on the xx day of xxxx, 2008. 

 

Voting in favor of the Resolution: 

 

 

 

Voting in opposition to the Resolution: 

 

 

Absent: 

 

Abstaining: 

 

                                                                                   ATTEST: 

 

 

_____________________                                        __________________________ 

JAMES J. LAWRENCE                                         MARCIA GRANTHAM, CMC 

President                                                                  Town Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



RESOLUTION 

OF THE COCOA BEACH CHAPTER OF SURFRIDER FOUNDATION 

OPPOSING OIL DRILLING OFF THE FLORIDA COAST, OTHER THAN 

THOSE ALREADY APPROVED FOR OIL LEASING AND OIL EXPLORATION 

 
 WHEREAS, a Congressional ban against offshore drilling has been in effect since 
1981 and was renewed in ________ and also in ____, the purpose of which was to reduce 
the chance of environmental damage from oil spills that would significantly harm our 
tourism industry; and  
 
 WHEREAS, according to a 2003 Congressional report, increasing offshore 
production would not displace enough in imports to reduce U.S. reliance on foreign oil; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, a 2007 report by the U.S. Department of Energy shows that opening 
the Florida coast to drilling would not have a significant impact on domestic crude oil 
prices before the year 2030, if ever; that it is not economically feasible to drill for oil in 
the OCS; and that even if all available areas were opened, at the peak of production, it 
would have little, if any, effect on price; and  
  
 WHEREAS, the previous findings were corroborated in a June 2008 report by the 
Center for Economic and Policy Research, showing that had Congress continued to 
increase fuel efficiency standards over the past 22 years, we would now have 16 times the 
savings in oil consumption than we could achieve by drilling for the next 20 years in 
now-protected areas; and  
  
 WHEREAS, nearly 80 percent of estimated U.S. oil reserves are already currently 
available to exploration and more than 68 million acres are available to drill, and the U.S. 
is the third largest oil producer at over seven million barrels of oil per day; and  
  
 WHEREAS, in spite of the Florida Chamber of Commerce’s and others’ position 
that oil demand will grow, a study by Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory found 
that America used less coal and petroleum energy and 2008; and  
 
 WHEREAS, in spite of the Florida Chamber of Commerce’s and others’ position 
that new technology has made offshore drilling safe and environmentally friendly with no 
major spills in over 30 years and they are proposing drilling as three to six miles offshore, 
oil companies with this new technology still legally pollute by dumping drilling waste 
mud, cuttings, drainage and other matter every day that contain toxic waste, including 
heavy metals such as lead, mercury and cadmium, and carcinogens such as benzene, 
toluene and arsenic; and  
 
 WHEREAS, not only do these wells pollute as part of normal production, but they  
are also susceptible to accidents, incidents, and weather, as in 2005, when Hurricane 
Katrina destroyed over 113 platforms and Hurricane Rita another 11 platforms, resulting 
in the destruction of 124 platforms and 741,400 gallons of oil spilled, and since 2005, 



hurricanes have destroyed or damaged 378 rigs/platforms, more than 1 million gallons of 
petroleum have been spilled and many are still leaking today; and  
 
 WHEREAS, in 2007, a cargo vessel, Cosco Busan, hit the Bay Bridge spilling 
58,000 of bunker fuel into San Francisco Bay, and as recently as July 2009, a Shell Oil 
Company underground pipeline just 30 miles offshore leaked over 58,000 gallons of 
crude oil into the Gulf of Mexico covering over 80 square miles, and the leak continued 
without knowledge of the source for over two days, and environmental impacts from oil 
can last for over 10 years, as witnessed in Alaska after the Exxon Valdez incident, and 
latest government documents show as production goes up, so do spills, and Dr. Sisskin of 
Gulf Coast Environmental Defense predicts at least one spill per year; and  
  
 WHEREAS, according to a 2005 study by Florida Atlantic University and the 
Florida Department of Environmental Protection, beach tourism alone contributed $37.2 
billion in state revenue in 2004 and tourism in general accounts for one-third of Florida’s 
budget revenues annually, and so many people visit, live and work in Florida for its 
fishing, swimming, surfing, diving, boating, and pristine beaches andclean and natural 
environment,, and Florida is dependent on an overall $65 billion per year tourism 
industry; and  
  
 WHEREAS, in July of 2009, a bipartisan letter from both Florida senators and 22 
of 25 Florida house members was sent to Congress urging it not to expand offshore 
drilling, and many forward-thinking state senators and representatives also oppose 
Florida offshore drilling; and  
 
 WHEREAS, Florida’s leaders and all Americans should be pursing an energy 
policy that promotes responsibility and renewability based on sound science, honesty and 
facts more than industrial greed, and continuing to drill for oil offshore inhibits the 
implementation of that policy; 
 
 THEREFORE, the Cocoa Beach Chapter of Surfrider Foundation is opposed to 
any attempt to lift the moratorium on offshore drilling. We urge you, rather than to 
pursue this destructive and divisive, outdated and ineffective, economically short-sighted 
and unsustainabile direction, to instead join those of us whose vision is one of leading our 
state and nation to cleaner alternative energy, to a vision that puts us to work in the jobs 
of the future, and to a vision of being, once again, leaders in a new and exciting future.  


