Audubon of Florida* Everglades Foundation * Everglades Trust
Florida Wildlife Federation

April 5, 2011

Honorable Mike Haridopolos
409 The Capitol

404 South Monroe Street
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1100

Dear Senate President Haridopolos:

The Senate Appropriations Bill, ably crafted by Budget CateiChair Alexander, takes
a new approach to the budgets of the state’s five wateagement districts. We write out
of concern that the approach may have the effect didignSouth Florida Water
Management District funds for Everglades restoratiajepts. We do not disagree that
the water management districts may be able to tightandperating budgets. Our request
is that the Senate authorize $394 million in ad valoremdipg for the South Florida
Water Management District and $50 million from staterses.

Our concern is focused on those projects that improverwaality under the Everglades
Forever Act or the Consent Decree; projects thatemater storage or conveyance as part
of the Comprehensive Everglades Restoration Plan;gbsdjeat help manage freshwater
flows into coastal estuaries; and projects that heth water quality and water
management in the Lake Okeechobee watershed now retierasdhe Northern

Everglades.

Everglades restoration contributes to securing waseurees that help South Florida’s
economy prosper while conserving a unique ecosystem and i@cr@astination. In past
years, restoration funds have come from state appropsaand the South Florida Water
Management District’s budget and have been matched, éwbat unevenly, with federal
funds. Partnership of leadership and resources is esserdibfacets of Everglades
restoration moving forward.

The South Florida Water Management District shouldinaa to underwrite the costs of
projects that will improve Everglades and Lake Okeechelager quality as well as
improve timely delivery of fresh water to the Evergladed estuaries. The South Florida
Water Management District should also continue to piefor the science and planning



that help ensure that project dollars produce the righttsesProjects (along with planning
and science) for which there is a demonstrated urgentimelade:

Improving Everglades Water Quality with Stormwater Treatment Areas

The South Florida Water Management District (SFWMpgrates under a consent
decree that commits to delivering clean water to thedtages. To meet this
commitment the SFWMD must invest in building additioBsdrmwater Treatment
Areas (STAs). Land for STAs is available for uselmnformer A-1 Reservoir site
in the EAA and on recently purchased land in the EAAG@HB9 basin.
Everglades water quality goals are significantly compsethby poor water quality
coming from Lake Okeechobee. STAs north of the lakegrdatly improve
Everglades water quality and move the effort closeng¢eting state water quality
standards.

Water Storagein the Northern Everglades (L ake Okeechobee Water shed)

As Florida enters a severe drought and experiences Viattages, the importance
of maintaining adequate water levels in Lake Okeechobegdtar supply and the
environment becomes more urgent. An innovative partnersthgamdowners in
the Northern Everglades will store water on privatel$daat a low cost to the
SFWMD. Known as Dispersed Water Management, these (saan re-hydrate
wetlands, remove pollution and replenish ground waterdewdlile benefiting fish
and wildlife.

Freshwater for Estuaries

The estuaries surrounding the Everglades are some ofasieproductive estuarine
habitats in the nation and form the basis of thepeeBve local economies. As

one example, the Caloosahatchee estuary is sevengdygted by the lack of
proximate storage and water quality treatment, which leivatshe mercy of Lake
Okeechobee flood control and water supply decisions. t@mtisn of the C-43
Reservoir will store excess water that can be sel@do the Caloosahatchee estuary
in the dry season when flows are needed, balancingtharg needs and

preventing algal blooms that have caused serious healtba@nomic impacts.

Restoration Science and Planning

Following the planning process agreed to by the federal atedpseners in
restoration requires continued investment in planning eledtsfic understanding
of the results being sought. Completing restoration plarainegdy underway is
the only way to ensure that significant investmentp thair benefits. Specifically,
while all costs for the Comprehensive Everglades RagiarBlan are to be shared
equally by the state and federal government, the SFWMDnvasted $1.4 billion



in Everglades restoration that will only be eligitde the federal match when
projects complete the planning process.

In closing, we understand that there is both an imperédi balance scarce state budget
resources and a desire by elected officials to establisb accountability for the water
management districts. Our goal in writing is to enagercontinued investment in the
activities and projects that will deliver real and urgendgded restoration benefits.

It is with this in mind that we ask that adequate funds beogpated for Everglades
restoration and that the South Florida Water Manage®strict’s budget capacity be
leveraged toward urgent restoration projects.

Sincerely,
(Sgnatures waived to expedite delivery)

Eric Draper
Executive Director
Audubon of Florida

Kirk Fordham
Chief Executive Officer
Everglades Foundation

E. Thom Rumberger
Chairman
Everglades Trust

Manley Fuller
President
Florida Wildlife Federation



